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Staff Promotions    
   

This fall, two staff members took on 

new leadership roles in the District.  

 

Publication of this newsletter is supported through a grant from                 
the Office of Community Education; no taxpayer funds were used.  

 

District Welcomes Input for 
Strategic Planning 
The District invites parents, business leaders, teachers, and administrators to work together 

to create a shared vision for Piscataway Schools. Together, we will develop goals and 

objectives for a comprehensive five-year strategic plan to move the District forward to meet 

the challenges of the 21st Century. An information meeting will take place on Monday, 

October 15, 2018, at 7pm in Room F100 at Piscataway High School. This meeting will be 

facilitated by representatives of the New Jersey School Boards Association. A strategic plan 

asks: 
 

1. Where are we today? 

2. Where do we want to be in the future? 

3. What should we focus on today, to make it more likely we will meet our future goals? 

STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING DATES: 

Information Meeting 

Monday, October 15, 7pm PHS Room F100 

Planning Meetings  

These meetings will begin at 7pm and will be held in the PHS Commons: 

Monday, October 29 

Tuesday, November 27 

Monday, January 14 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @pwayschools  

Brian Voigt 
Knollwood Assistant Principal 

Christopher Baldassano                                                      
Arbor Principal 
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Your Piscataway Schools—             
Better and Brighter 
Stop by any Piscataway 

School from the end of June 

until Labor Day, and you’ll find 

maintenance and custodial 

staff hard at work sanding, 

polishing, painting, planting, 

and more. The school district 

has a long-range facilities plan 

to keep every school carefully 

maintained and fully 

functioning, and summer 

maintenance projects, using 

our own staff as well as outside contractors when warranted, are an important part of 

keeping that plan on target. 

Our most visible summer 2018 project is the beautiful new turf field and resurfaced 

tennis courts at PHS. Inside PHS, the year-long restroom project is complete, with the 

original restrooms renovated and ADA 

compliant. 

Over the course of the past four 

summers, Piscataway Schools has 

replaced worn out carpet and old tile 

floors with new tile floors in over 50 

classrooms, as well as in libraries, music 

rooms, cafeterias, and kitchens. Roofing 

replacement projects were completed at 

four schools and the administration 

building.                                                                                              
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NJDOE Awards 
Piscataway      
$1.8 Million for 
Full Day  
Preschool 
Program  
In late August, the New Jersey Department 

of Education (NJDOE) awarded Piscataway 

Schools $1.8 million through the Preschool 

Education Expansion Aid (PEEA) grant for 

the 2018-2019 school year. With the PEEA 

grant award, Piscataway could extend its 

tuition-free full day preschool program to 

three-year-olds as well as four-year-olds, 

with preference given to families who meet 

income eligibility guidelines.  

Piscataway has two preschool locations: 

Children’s Corner by the River, located at 

2300 Cooper Street; and Children’s Corner 

by the Pond, located at 499 New Market 

Road. The bright, nurturing environment and 

play-based learning help children develop 

the knowledge and skills they need to 

succeed in school. 

This grant allowed the District to accept 

additional students and open preschool 

classrooms in Eisenhower and 

Randolphville Elementary Schools.  

The grant also enabled Piscataway to 

expand staff. A certified behaviorist, a 

master teacher, an ESL support teacher, a 

family liaison, and  a second supervisor will 

strengthen the program. 

A few vacancies in the program are still 

available. Applications are available online 

at PiscatawaySchools.org, under the 

Community Education/Preschool tab. For 

further information, please call 732-572-

2289, ext. 2561. 
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State Tax Relief for 
Piscataway 
Schools 
For the past two years, Piscataway taxpayers have 

finally seen some tax relief for school funding from 

the State of New Jersey. While the State is still far 

from meeting its full share of financial aid for 

Piscataway, it has begun to move in that direction. 

In 2017, the District received $995,236 in 

additional school funding. The Piscataway Board 

of Education returned that entire amount to the 

taxpayers. 

For the 2018-2019 school year, the District 

received additional funding. The Board returned 

$792,778 — the total amount allowable by law — 

to taxpayers. The Board allocated $845,000 

toward strengthening security measures, including 

safety officers in each school, enhancement of 

mental health services, and improvements to 

public address and surveillance cameras. An 

additional $1 million was designated for student 

technology, facility improvements, transportation, 

and instructional salaries.  

“The School Board is acutely aware of the tax 

burden on local homeowners, and we are grateful 

that the State is starting to recognize the shortfall 

that Piscataway has experienced for many years,” 

said Board of Education President Alexandra 

Lopez. “I hope the district is on its way to its full 

entitlement in state aid. This would be a win-win 

situation for our students and local homeowners.”  

Piscataway spends approximately $12,489 per 

student, significantly less than many New Jersey 

towns, yet our schools and students continue to 

bring distinction to the District. In 2017-2018, 

Piscataway was named a Best Community for 

Music Education and was also named to the 

College Board AP Honor Roll for increasing the 

number of students enrolled in AP courses while 

maintaining scores of three or higher. Our students 

continue to distinguish themselves in post-

secondary education. 

Your Piscataway Schools—             
Better and Brighter (cont.) 
Two summers ago, our K-8 

school parking lots were 

paved and lined and 

concrete walkways were 

repaired.  

Thousands of lockers and 

many classrooms and 

hallways, including all of 

those in the Patton wing of 

PHS, are freshly painted. 

We upgraded heating and 

ventilating systems, built 

permanent walls to divide 

classrooms, replaced doors, and installed dropped ceilings, new gutters, and gym 

wall pads. We sanded and refinished several gym floors and bleachers.  

The PHS weight room and Planetarium have been completely refurbished. Grounds 

at all schools were seeded, sports fields maintained, and flower beds landscaped, 

weeded, and mulched. Our schools and grounds are ready for 2018-2019. 
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PHS Introduces Learning 
Academies 
New in the 2018-2019 school year, 

Piscataway High School introduced Learning 

Academies in Engineering, Biomedical 

Studies, Performing Arts, and Visual Arts, 

offering curricula targeted to specific career 

paths. Academies act as “schools within a 

school,” emphasizing specialized content 

areas while simultaneously offering the depth 

and breadth of a larger high school 

experience.  

Students at PHS Academies participate in all 

PHS athletics, arts, clubs, and activities. 

Admission is competitive with selection based 

on grades, test scores, teacher 

recommendations, and prior elective choices. 

Learning Academies offer in-depth instruction 

for post-secondary education along with career exploration. Students will graduate PHS 

with prepared portfolios, audition pieces, and in the case of the Biomedical Academy, the 

possibility of graduating with 14 college credits through a partnership with Rutgers 

University. 
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Here are some of the colleges/
universities attended by the      

Class of 2018:             

American International College 
American University 
Amherst College 
Bennett College 
Berkeley College-Woodbridge 
Clark-Atlanta University 
College of St. Elizabeth 
Colorado State University 
Cooper Union School of the Arts 
Delaware State University 
Drew University 
Drexel University 
Duke University 
Duquesne University 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Florida International University 
Fordham University 
Franklin and Marshall College  
George Washington University 
Hofstra University 
Howard University 
Iona College 
Johns Hopkins University 
Johnson & Wales University 
Kean University 
Manhattan College 
Merrimack College 
Montclair State University 
New England College  
New Jersey City University 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
New York Institute of Technology 
New York University 
North Carolina A & T University 
Northeastern University 
Oklahoma State University 
Penn State University Park 
Princeton University 
Quinnipiac University 
Ramapo College of New Jersey 
Rider University 
Rowan University 
Rutgers the State University of NJ 
Seton Hall University 
St. John's University 
St. Peter's University  
St. Thomas Aquinas College 
Stevens Institute of Technology 
SUNY - Buffalo  
SUNY - Stony Brook 
Texas A & M University - College Station 
Texas Christian University 
The College of New Jersey 
Towson University 
Universal Technical Institute Pennsylvania 
University of Central Florida 
University of Chicago 
University of Delaware 
University of Hartford 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
University of Massachusetts: Amherst 
University of Michigan 
University of North Carolina: Chapel Hill 
University of Rhode Island 
University of Texas at Austin 
University of the Arts 
University of the Sciences 
Wagner College 
William Paterson University 
Winston-Salem State University 

In 2019-2020, PHS will add a fifth         

Learning Academy, the Pre-Law and 

Justice Academy. As the program 

grows, PHS will develop internship and 

mentoring opportunities for Academy 

students, and continue to expand the 

Academy structure into other content 

areas. 


